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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Here’s a bipartisan fix to the shutdown

hits day 36, costing $6 bil-

lion weekly, furloughing 2 million workers and risking

civil chaos from unpaid SNAP alongside plane crash-

es from understaffed air traffic controllers, Polk Coun-

ty's families need a bipartisan fix.

As a pro-life advocate, I've seen govemment's

power when it cuts waste. 1 propose a "Middleman
and student

Elimination Act": slash health insurance ar :
loan profiteers, funding care and college directly like
Polk's HealthCare Plan for uninsured low-income res-
idents and our grandparents' near-free universities.

Ditch pharmacy benefit managers' rebates via fh'

rect grants modeled on Polk's preventive care, saving
$100 billion yearly on drugs — “free” healthcare that
spares taxpayers by curbing ER overuse by 20%.

For college, add bankruptcy legislation to deter ex-
cesses, making lobbyists back off. It's not "forgive-
ness" but self-defense, like Dr. John Lott's "more guns
— less crime" — more discharge options curb defaults,
saving $125 billion in bailouts. Cut servicers' $10 bil-
lion to $20 billion fees, fund like K-12 or Germany's
model, slashing tuition hikes (439% since 1982) and
saving $50 billion/decade.

"Free" college prevents debt bubbles, boosting effi-
?iency. Democrats get equity; Republicans get sav-
ings.

The Ledger, champion this Polk-rooted solution.
End the shutdown with prudence, not pain.

Gordon Watts, Plant City

As the federal shutdown

Join the discussion

n at theledger.com/editorial.
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‘Democratic shutdown’? False
i te
a1 control the White House, the Senate,
R entatives and the Supreme Court.

of Repres
e . trol the government.

i they con ;
Obxlxg(lils;r}gt Sc}(l)tt Franklin misrepresents this as a

i ¥ Democrats do
! ocratic Shutdown,” even though '
nz?;llave the votes to shut it down or 're-open it. We
elected Trump, DeSantis and Franklin ar}d .thlS is
what we get — lies, distortions and misdirected
blame. ‘

Quit lying, Franklin, and start trying to figure out
how to do your job.

Richard Scanlon, Winter Haven

Blaming whom for food shortages?

Congressman Scott Franklin blames the Demo-
' crats and not the Trump Administration and Repub-
lican sycophants for food shortages and other prob-
lems here in Florida, without a word about the mass
round-up and expulsion of those workers who har-
vest the food. [From farm production to flood insur-
ance and lost GDP, the Democrats' shutdown is cost-
ing Floridians, Nov. 2)
: :I‘here is little reason to accept the word of a poli-
::;ian fw;lli(;lyoted to strip food .and other support for
ens o 1ons'of needy Americans while giving tril-
lions of dollars in tax breaks to the ultra wealthy. We
voters will remember this on election day:. :
Richard Sutherland, Winter Haven .
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